Testimony of Dr. Wayne King before the FDA Advisory Panel on Mercury Dental Fillings

My name is William Raymond King, III, DMD. I’m a 30 year American Dental Association member. I have no financial conflicts with any amalgam products. I myself paid for my wife and I to fly here yesterday and to stay here and return. 

First, I want to thank my God in heaven above for saving my life so that I could come here and testify today. You see, I’m really not supposed to be here. I should have died a year ago and almost did. 

One year and one month ago my aortic aneurism blew out in my doctor=s face as he started an operation to replace the leaky, defective aortic valve. Most people never make it. I have to praise God that I did. 

Now I find out that there was a paper that was published in ‘76, 1976, the year I graduated from dental school, that showed a connection between chronic low level inhalation of mercury vapor and dissecting aneurism of the aorta due to enzymatic damage. How nice. I just spent the last 30 years of my life killing myself to do my job, removing and replacing old, worn out, leaky mercury fillings.

Call me the loyal opposition. Neither the FDA nor the ADA warned me that I should have been wearing this NIOSH approved mask that they just took away from me so that I could show you what NIOSH requires miners, mercury miners to wear when they’re digging cinnabar ore out of the ground. Thank you all for taking that away from me.

Anyway, they do have a NIOSH approved respirator. 

Do you not realize that all dentists who do remove mercury fillings are really mercury miners also? They use air driven jackhammers to get cinnabar ore out of the ground. We use air driven hand pieces and drills to get worn out mercury fillings out of people’s heads. We create extremely toxic aerosols in the process, and then we, the staff, and the patient breathe it all in as if we are invincible. Not so.

Today any dentist who is not protecting himself or herself at work with the mask that I’m not allowed to show you is either as ignorant of the dangers and as trusting of the authorities as I was for so many years or perhaps they are already insane, which is another side effect of mercury poisoning, and perhaps with a death wish.

Fifteen years ago on March the 15th, 1991, I addressed this same FDA Products Advisory Panel. I presented my data proving that many of my patients were being exposed and thus poisoned by extremely high levels of mercury vapor from their mercury fillings, and that college kids who had never had a mercury filling had no mercury vapor in their mouths. 

Here is my data again. I will pass it out. I hope they give it to you. Maybe someone is listening this time. I sure hope so. 

There is a chart I have over here that shows scientifically the organs and systems that are harmed by mercury from dental amalgams, silver mercury fillings, and just so you will know so that you can never say again, A Well, we haven’t seen any science, and the bibliography of all of that is on the back. Enjoy it. Study it well. You'll be amazed.

Contrary to Dr. Mackert’s disparaging remarks, the drum instruments are calibrated and they are accurate. They only measure mercury. They’re not fooled by garlic. They are so accurate they’re on the space shuttle and nuclear submarines, and they sample for ten seconds, not the 20 he incorrectly so stated, and they also are the most accurate portable devices for measuring mercury vapor on earth.

But what is safe? Okay. What is safe? To know safety, you have to know two things. You have to know how much is coming off of the fillings, and you have to know how much is too much. 

The packaging for a filling -- this is an old one here. It’s called Tytin -- has on it a warning that says A contains metallic mercury, poison, and skull and crossbones.

It also says ingestion may cause neurotoxic, nephrotoxic effects. Keep out of the reach of children. I reckon would that include having them lick it with their tongue? There are plenty of materials, and I have used them for years in pediatric patients, for replacing amalgams. So, no, there is no reason to have to use an amalgam on a child and nor should you, and I sure hope you inform the parents first. 

I have also here two photographs of mercury vapor readings. One is over fresh dental amalgam, and it reads -- we don’t really know because it was equal to or greater than 2,000 micrograms per cubic meter of air, 2,000 micrograms. This is a fresh mixed batch of mercury that we, all dentists, put in people’s mouths, but we don’t have machines which they took the other machine away from me, the mercury vapor analyzer. I could mix this for you and show you.

CO-CHAIRMAN KIEBURTZ: One minute. 

DR. KING: The other one is air over old latex paint. One of my assistants painted her house. I gave her a latex paint, old place, and so she did. She came in with headaches, and so I said, A Well, bring in the paint can. I'll check it. We sniffed it. Sure enough, 920 micrograms of mercury in the air over old latex paint, which is why the EPA took phenyl mercuric acetate out of latex paint about 15 years ago. 

If the EPA can take mercury and cause it not to be used in latex paint for this reason, then why in the world shouldn't the Food and Drug Administration ban mercury fillings for having 2,000 times more concentration than the 300 parts C that was in the latex paint and twice the mercury vapor concentration?

It pegged the meter. We do not know. Maybe it was 10,000, but it was at least 2,000.

CO-CHAIRMAN KIEBURTZ: Sorry to interrupt you. Thank you for your testimony. 
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